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Steps To Become a Class 1 Drinking 
Water System Operator 
Ontario Regulations 170/03 and 128/04 require all persons operating a large municipal residential or 
small municipal residential system (surface water) to hold a Class 1 to 4 or Operator-in-Training (OIT) 
certificate. Forms are available at www.owwco.ca.

Apply for OIT* Certificate  
(Form 1859).

Verify grade 12 or equivalent. 
Pass OIT* Exam.

Complete Entry-Level Drinking Water Operator 
Course.  (For info or to register for this course, 
contact the Walkerton Clean Water Centre at

www.wcwc.ca or 1-866-515-0550.) 

        STEP 1 OR

* May write Class 1 Exam rather than OIT exam in Step 1 or 2.
** 36 months from original issue date of OIT certificate. 
*** Step 4 is omitted if Class 1 exam was written in Step 1 or 2. 

For more information on becoming a certified operator, contact the Ontario Water Wastewater 
Certification Office (OWWCO) at www.owwco.ca or 1-877-231-2122. 

16 month OIT Certificate is issued. 

36 month OIT Certificate 
is issued.** 

Apply to write a Class 1 Exam (Form 1858) Pass Class 1 Exam.*** 

Apply for a certificate (Form 1864).  Verify 1 year of hands-on operating experience. 

Class I Certificate is issued 

Apply for OIT* Certificate (Form 1859).
Verify grade 12 or equivalent.

Pass OIT* Exam. 
STEP 2 

Complete Entry-Level Drinking Water Operator 
Course.  (For info or to register for this course, 
contact the Walkerton Clean Water Centre at

www.wcwc.ca or 1-866-515-0550.) 
36 month OIT Certificate  

is issued. 
  STEP 3 

STEP 4 

STEP 5 

STEP 6 


